CHAPTER X

THE  BATTLE : DECISIVE ATTACK

LECTURES on the tactics of a single arm have described
infantry in battle, cavalry in battle, artillery in battle,
A study has thus been made of the various kinds of
action termed: artillery action, encounter between
numerous squadrons, advance guard actions, frontal
attacks, feinting attack, preparatory attacks, decisive
attacks, etc.

From this study, which confines itself to general
description as regards the whole, but insists on minutely
analysing and discussing the details, one may not have
been able to deduce the logical connection between
acts, the relations between causes and effects, which
determine battle considered as a whole.

The conclusion may, indeed, have been drawn from
such a form of study that battle is a fixed drama, con-
ducted in the same way as those dramas we see on the
stages of our theatres or even in life; a drama which
derives its effect, its> success, either from the refinement
or abundance of details, or from a strongly emphasised
climax, or from the characters put on the stage, or from
the interest of a given thesis; in a word, from changing
causes.

Others may have congidered battle to be the develop-
ment of a manoeuvre, something like our autumn
manoeuvres; to be a methodical, successive use of arms
so made that each should, in its own way and own zone
of action, develop the whole power of which it is capable;
such a methodical use having the object of producing a
series of advantageous results and thereby a sum, or
at any rate an excess of favourable results which are
called victory.

Well, no! Battle is not to be discovered in any of
these conceptions. Far from being a sum of distinct and
partial results, victory is the consequence of efforts,
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